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UFI Filters’ Chief Operating Officer EMEA and Chief Operating Officer 

Americas set to swap roles  

 

Nogarole Rocca, 27 July 2022 - UFI Filters, a leading company in filtration and thermal management, has 

announced that its Chief Operating Officers - COOs - for the EMEA and Americas regions are set to swap 

roles. Onofrio Defina takes over from Stefano Gava as COO Americas, while the latter steps into Defina’s 

position as COO EMEA.   

This exchange of roles between two of the company’s key managers will facilitate the further growth of UFI 

Filters through a process of “cross fertilisation”, designed to take full advantage of their respective 

experiences gained within the Group in the various different regions and contexts. This development serves 

as further confirmation of the Group’s deep commitment to nurturing the value of its human capital, which 

has always been of great importance for UFI Filters. Indeed, the company’s first Sustainability Report focused 

on this aspect.  

Onofrio Defina, who has held the position of COO since 2018, has many years of experience in the 

Automotive sector, working for leading international brands. He joined UFI in 2015 as EMEA and Global 

Aftermarket Purchasing Director, and has grown within the Group, taking on the position of Chief Operating 

Officer EMEA. Defina will bring his expertise - honed whilst working in close contact with the Group’s 

headquarters - to his new role at the helm of Operations in the Americas. He will be closely involved in the 

development of the Original Equipment and Aftermarket areas of the business, including the management of 

the factories in Brazil and Mexico.  

Stefano Gava, meanwhile, has many years of experience in the finance sector at international level, for 

companies in the architecture, engineering and construction sectors in China and Southeast Asia. He joined 

the UFI Filters Group in 2015 as Group Chief Financial Officer based in Shanghai, before assuming the role 

of Chief Operating Officer Americas in 2020, which saw him move to Detroit. Gava will bring his vision for 

Operations, which has been developed in the other Group regions, to the company’s EMEA business. This 

will further benefit the company’s headquarters.  

Rinaldo Facchini, CEO of UFI Filters explains: “People are the strength of our Group, which is why I am 

proud of the career growth of our top managers. This has led them to becoming strong leaders with a global 

vision. Through the process of “cross fertilisation”, we want to take full advantage of the experience gained 

by our managers, which will benefit all employees of the UFI Filters Group.” 

 



 
  
 

  PRESS RELEASE 

 

 

 

 

UFI FILTERS SPA LEGAL & ADMINISTRATIVE HEADQUARTERS MANAGEMENT, TECHNICAL & COMMERCIAL OFFICES 

Cap. Soc. Euro 2.600.000 int. Versato - R.E.A. MN 215768 Via Europa, 26 - 46047 Porto Mantovano (MN), Italy Via dell’Industria, 4 - 37060 Nogarole Rocca (VR), Italy 

Cod. id. com. IT - Codice Fiscale - P. Iva e N. Reg. Imprese T +39 0376 386811 - F +39 0376 386812 T +39 045 6339911 - F +39 045 6395011 

00221810237 - www.ufifilters.com ammin@it.ufifilters.com commerc@it.ufifilters.com  

 
 

UFI Filters: 

Founded in 1971, UFI Filters is a global leader in filtration technology and thermal management solutions. It serves a wide range of 

sectors – from automotive, aerospace and marine, to specialised industrial and customised hydraulic applications. Renowned for its 

innovation, UFI's products and know-how are found in all kinds of vehicles – from Ferrari and other top F1 teams, to the European 

ExoMars spacecraft. 

UFI supplies the full range of air, oil, fuel, cabin, hydraulic and coolant filters as well as thermal management systems (including heat 

exchanger for combustion, electric and hybrid vehicles) to the automotive sector, meeting the needs of nearly all car brands and 

motorcycles as well as commercial, heavy duty on-road and off-road and agricultural vehicles. In the OE market, UFI is a leading 

filtration provider. Each family of filters within the company’s two Aftermarket brands, UFI and SOFIMA, covers 98% of the European 

car parc. 

One of the first Italian companies to identify growth opportunities in the Far East, today UFI has 19 industrial sites and employs over 

4,000 people in 21 countries. It employs over 250 specialised technicians in its Innovation and Research Centres and holds more 

than 280 patents. UFI has doubled its turnover in the last ten years. As a research-driven company, it reinvests over 5% of its revenues 

in R&D. 

 

 

More information:  UFI Aftermarket Customer Relations: marketing@it.ufifilters.com  

UFI Aftermarket Media Relations: bmb-consult 

Dagmar Klein / Martin Pohl – Tel.: + 49 89 89 50159-0 

Email: d.klein@bmb-consult.com / m.pohl@bmb-consult.com 
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- UFI Filters_Stefano Gava - COO EMEA_2022 
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